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THE FIRST REPORT OP LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR 
SIR WILLIAM KEITH, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO 
THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS FOR TRADE AND 
PLANTATIONS, 1717. 

CONTRIBUTED BY HELEN JORDAN. 

[Lieutenant-Governor Sir William Keith arrived at Philadelphia May 
31, 1717, where he was received by his predecessor Colonel Gookin and 
the Council, attended by the Aldermen, Commonalty and officers of the 
Corporation. At the Court House his commission was duly proclaimed, 
after which he made an address. On June 12 he informed the Pro- 
vincial Council that he would leave the following day for New Castle, 
to meet the Assembly of the Three Lower Counties, to consult with them 
as to the proper course to secure the people's rights and asserting those 
of the Proprietor, on which some attempts had been recently made at 
Court. He accordingly met the Assembly, made them an address, re- 
ceived one for the King and one for himself. The report is copied from 
a duplicate in the Collection of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
, — Ed. Penna. Mag.] 

To the Right Hono'ble ye Lords Com mrs for Trade and 
Plantations. 
Right Hono bi,e 

By the annexed papers I take leave to inform your Lord- 
ships of all that has been done since my arrival here worth 
your Lordships notice, and as Justice obliges me humbly to 
interceed with the Board on bebalfe of those poor people 
who have for that end so warmly represented their Case 
unto me, so my duty intrusts me to offer my humble Opinion 
vizt. that to separate the three lower Countys by themselves 
from under Mr. Penns proprietary Jurisdiction would not 
only in many respects prove very prejudiciall to the publick 
service but particularly raise such a contradition of Interest 
as will inevitally ruin the most flourishing Colony of so small 
an Extent in America, and render the whole a burthen to its 
Mother Country by extinguishing the Great Spirit of Navi- 
gation amongst them, and consequently that imprpveable 
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Traffiek which it now yields to the Dominion of Great 
Britain. 

I humbly hope that your Lordships will please favourably 
to accept this part of my duty and believe that none can be 
with a more profound respect, 

Right Honoble 
Your Lordships most humble and most 
Obedient Serv' 

W. Keith. 

Philadelphia June 27 th 1717 
Sir: 

I presume to entreat your favourable care of the enclosed 
to their Lordspps. at your Board and that you will please to 
make some enquiry after the Originall Address and Repre- 
sentation directed to Mr. Secretary Metheuen at the office at 
"Whitehall according to his [torn] to me for that purpose 
and tho' changes may possibly have happened amongst per- 
sons in the Administration yet I suppose our triffling affairs 
will have their ordinary course and it is generally from 
your Board that we expect to be relieved and assisted. 

The Honour of your correspondence and friendship cannot 
be of greater Importance to me than the Value I shall 
always have for it, And I begg you to believe that I am with 
a very Just esteem 

S r Y r Obliged and most humble 
Serv 4 

W. Keith. 
M r Secretary Popple. 

The Governor's Address after the Beading of his Commission at 

Philadelphia, May 31, 1717. 
Gentlemen. 

A Commission has been read to you from the Proprietor 
of this Province appointing me his Lieutenant Governour 
with the Crown's Royall approbation, and so often as I have 
occasion to gratefully to reflect on the Proprietor's con- 
fidence in me and the King my Ma ts goodness to accept of 
my poor ability in his Maj tys service I ought in duty to de- 
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clare the obligations that are on me to prosecute the Pro- 
prietor's interests by all means that are consistent with my 
loyalty and obedience to the King and the just regard which 
I can never fail to have for the good people of this Colony. 
The Proprietor has commanded me on this occasion to 
give you full assurance of the continuance of his great affec- 
tion to this country, and as a fresh instance of his hearty 
desire for its welfare he was tenderly afFected with the un- 
easiness you have laboured under for sometime past, and 
most readily gave into the appointment of a Governor who 
had been recommended from amongst yourselves hopeing 
and expecting that all of you will concurr to carry on pub- 
lick affairs in such manner as will best declare your fidelity 
and affection to the Kings person and government your 
obedience to the Laws of the Land and your zeal to promote 
the prosperity of the Country wherein you are planted. 
The Proprietary justly conceives that by such means his 
honour will be best maintained and the interest of his family 
most sacredly preserved, neither of which it is hoped can 
ever be forgott or neglected when you reflect on all that 
this Great Man has done and suffered in order to make you 
a flourishing people as by God's Blessing on his labours you 
are at this day. 

Gentlemen, 

The opportunity I formerly had in another employment 
to be amongst you and the civility I then received gave me 
great encouragement to accept the charge of this Trust 
wherein the greatest pleasure I propose to myself is to 
meritt the approbation of just men and as much as I can 
the good will of all men. Therefore without any regard to 
factions names or distinctions all those possessing Christi- 
anity shall behave themselves as becomes good neighbours in 
Society and dutifull subjects to our Lawfull Soverign King 
George may surely depend on the protection of this Gov- 
ernment and my favour. 
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The Governor's Transactions with the Assembly at New Castle, 
June 13, 1717. 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly. 

I cheerfully embrace the first opportunity of meeting you 
in Assembly. 

I look upon it to be an essential part of my duty and what 
you may justly expect for me in my station carefully to pre- 
vent the mischiefs which threaten the publick good of these 
Countrys and to protect the just rights and privileges of 
the people to the utmost of my power. 

I therefore judge it necessary with all convenient speed 
to acquaint you that before I left England some private 
application by way of petition had been made to the King 
setting forth that the Dominion and property of the Coun- 
trys you represent were immediately in the Crown and 
praying that both might be granted by pattent to a subject 
of his Maj . 

The consequences that would follow upon such a Grant 
are obvious and will properly be the subject of your present 
deliberations. 

I understand it is reported that a few private men through 
mistake did I suppose innocently afford some handle which 
has been craftily made use of in England contrary to their 
intention and meaning. But whatever may be in that you 
are now met together in your representative capacity I hope 
unanimously bent to agree upon such measures as may be 
thought on to frustrate so dangerous an attack upon your 
Rights and possessions. 

Our most Gracious King is an indulgent Sovereign always 
ready to hear and to redress the grievances of any of his 
Maj tys faithfull subjects and whatsoever you shall think proper 
to represent unto me in that behalf shall be carefully trans- 
mitted home for your service and will not fail I presume to 
engage such a share of his Maj tys usual goodness and favor 
as may protect you from any further attempt of this Nature 
as well as for ever secure to you the peaceable enjoyment 
of all that is dear to a free and industrious people. 



492 First Report of Lieutenant-Governor Sir William Keith. 

Gentlemen : 

As the authority I am vested with is principally intended 
for your service I hope you cannot be unmindfull from 
whence it is derived and the more you consider it I am of 
opinion you will the more clearly perceive the inseperable 
connexion that is between the Right Honourable the Pro- 
prietors and your interest. 

No doubt it will be expected after so great an expense as 
I have been at this year that something should be said rela- 
tivly to the support of Government but because you may 
judge that the season of Harvest so near at hand will not 
conveniently give time to enter on business of that nature I 
am always ready to prefer the publick good to any interest 
of mine and to condesend to all such reasonable things as 
may convince the people of my just regard to their ease and 
welfare. 

To the Kings most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble address of the Representatives of your Maj- 
estys three Oountys of New Castle, Kent and Sussex on 
Delaware in Generall Assembly met at New Castle the 13th 
day of June Anno Dom. 1717. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We your Maj tys loyall and obedient subjects most humbly 
presume to approach your Throne with hearts full of sin- 
cerest Gratitude and Thanks for all the Testimonys we have 
received of your Maj tys Gracious Reign and most happy 
Administration in Government. 

How cordially do we joyne with our fellow Subjects at 
home in all their cheerfull Congratulations lately presented 
unto your Maj ty upon your arrival from abroad and happy 
return to your Dominion of Great Britain, upon your Con- 
spicuous Wisdom in the appointment of his Royall High- 
ness the prince of Wales to be Guardian of the Realm dur- 
ing your Royall absence and upon the peacable disposition 
and universal satisfaction diffused in the minds of all your 
Maj tya good subjects during the course of his Royall High- 
nesses Administration. The happy influence whereof we 
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sensibly feel and most particularly acknowledge in the Eoyall 
approbation and appointment of. the Honoble William 
Keith Esq r our present Governor through whose means, 
capacity and diligent assistance we presume to obteyne your 
most sacred Maj' ys favourable acceptance of these our hearty 
acknowledgements and whatsoever else the duty of faithfull 
subjects shall oblige us from time to time to lay at your 
Royall feet. 

That your Maj lys Reign may be long and prosperous at- 
tended with all the blessings which Heaven can bestow on 
the best of Kings, and that your Eoyall Issue in succession 
to your Imperiall Crown may prosperously transfer the same 
happiness we now enjoy into latest posterity is the most 
hearty desires and prayers of 

May it please your Maj' 7 your Maj tT most 
faithfull most obedient and most Loyall Subjects 

Jaspeb Yeates. 

Signed by order of the house. 

To the Honorable William Keith Esq with the Eoyall 
approbation Lieut™' Governour of the Countys of New 
Castle, Kent and Sussex upon Delaware and the Province 
of Pensylvania. 

The humble Address of the Representatives of the 
said Countys in Generall Assembly met at New 
Castle the 18th day of June Anno Dom 1717. 

With what Transport of Joy we the representatives of 
the Countys of New Castle Kent & Sussex on Delaware in 
Generall Assembly met do at this time wait on your honour 
those only can judge who have been acquainted with our 
Sighs under the late Administration of this Governm and 
with our zealous and repeated wishes and prayers for your 
speedy and safe arrivall amongst us. We adore the divine 
Maj ty of Heaven for granting to your Honour a passage so 
easy to yourselfe and family and so prosperous to us with 
the utmost Gratitude we acknowledge the King our Sover- 
eign and his Royall Highness the princes approbation of the 
Choice our proprietor has so wisely made for whose pros- 
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perity his tender Regard to our case and Wellfare as an 
Indulgent father to his Country will engage us to pray. 

The same favourable Disposition in yonr honour towards 
us is evidently manifested by thus early summoning your 
Assembly without any view to your own Interest, of which 
nevertheless we shall be duly mindfull, to acquaint us with 
an attempt made against our Rights and possessions the 
Consequences of which we can no otherwise account for 
than in our ruin and misery, an attempt craftily managed 
at home and so entirely contrary to the sense as well as 
intention as we would favourably Judge of those who inno- 
cently gave the handle that we must beg leave hereupon to 
represent what we believe to be at present our Case. 

This River Delaware with the adjacent Lands having been 
formerly part of that Country called by the Dutch whilst in 
their possession [torn] Land, and then known by the name 
of the South River was taken from them in the Warr by 
the armes of his late Maj ty King Charles the 2 a and above 
fifty years ago with all the rest of that Country was placed 
under the Government of his then Royal Highness the 
Duke of York his said Maj tys Brother. 

Being recovered by the Dutch in a second Warr from the 
English it was soon after retaken and on the ensuing peace 
surrendered by articles to the Crown of England ime- 
diately after which it was placed as before under his Royal 
Highnesses Government The seat of which was then at New 
York, so called from his a a Highnesses Title. 

The Dutch Inhabitants who were generally content to 
submitt to an English Governm* on Condition they should 
enjoy their Estates were hereupon obliged to take from the 
Governm* of New York confirmations of all their Lands 
under his Royall Highnesses Seal and from his Governours 
which were looked upon to be valid and undefeazible titles 
to their Lands and possessions in making good of which we 
humbly consceive the Law of Nations is in some measure 
conserned. 

Those of his Maj tys Native subjects also who were included 
to settle in the Country took grants for Land from the same 
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Governm* of New York then solely under the Duke and 
the "Western side of this River and Bay was divided into 
Countys and District Magistrates and Officers were ap- 
pointed and necessary Courts erected for the administration 
of Justice and determining the Rights of the people which 
Courts were always understood to act with as full power 
and these Divisions submitted to from the beginning with 
as entire an obedience as any others in his Maj lys planta- 
tions. 

When the Province of Pensilvania was to be granted to 
our present proprietor the Hono We W m Penn alth'o it was 
his Interest to have the Grant extended as low upon the 
River and Bay as he could possibly procure it yet we find 
it was limitted by a Circle at twelve miles distant North- 
ward and Westward of New Castle. That Circle and all to 
the Southward of it o.n the Bay being acknowledged to be 
the Estate of his s d Royall Highness and therefore could 
not be granted away from him by the King But all this 
Western side of the River and Bay appearing to be fitted 
by Nature to make one Colony and Governm*. 

The Duke we find, was pleased by Deeds of feoffment 
duly executed now about five and thirty years ago to grant 
Mr. Penn all the remainder of it not included in the Royall 
Grant from the King and the better to enable the Duke so 
to do we have understood that his s d Maj ty King Charles the 
second was graciously pleased to confirm to his Royall 
Highness (but at Mr. Penns charge) all y e Country below 
Pensilvania by new letters patent granted for that purpose. 

On our proprietor Mr. Penns first coming we find he not 
only brought the Duke's Deeds with him but a power of 
attorney from his Royall Highness to divers persons of New 
Castle to give him Livery and seizin of this Country which 
was done accordingly, and by order of his said Highness, 
the Governour of New York formally surrendered the gov- 
ernm' of it to Mr. Penn, whereupon the Inhabitants both of 
the province and Countys cheerfully united the Governm* 
and made for many years one Assembly in Legislation. 

Those Countrys which when taken from the Dutch were 
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but thin of people are now full of Inhabitants who all took 
up their Lands regularly by Warr" of Survey regularly ob- 
teyned, patents of confirmation and would hold them soly 
by those Grants either from ye former Governours of New 
York under his Royal Highness or from Mr. Perm by virtue 
of his Highness Grant to him. By these rights Lands have 
been held for fifty years past nor does any one Inhabitant 
in any part of the s 4 Countrys hold by any other whatso- 
ever. 

It is therefore astonishing to us that any person should 
now conceive the Estates and possessions which by our 
ffathers and our Industry have been rendered valuable 
should after such a tract of time be still so uncertain to us 
as that they may be granted away to others. We have not 
hitherto known any other proprietor or Landlord than first 
his Royall Highness the Duke of York and then Mr. Penn 
under his Highness and by Grants devised from him, But 
if any defect should now possibly be found in these titles on 
which all our settlements have innocently and with a lawd- 
able intention been made We humbly beg leave to hope 
from his'Maj' 7 " known Justice and tender regard to the 
safety of all his peacefull subjects. That he will be graciously 
pleased to supply these defects without suffering any other 
person whatsoever to make an advantage of them for we 
are very sensible that after so long a Tract of years our 
present proprietor Mr. Penn's interest and ours are so inter- 
woven that they are not to be separated without destroying 
each other. Nor can we give way to the thought that they 
should be divided. We also crave leave further to say that 
as we are situate by Nature we conceive the interest of 
Pensilvania and ours to be so much the same that nothing 
could more contribute to the happiness of us both than an 
entire Union. We at present are blessed by being both 
under your Honours benign Administration from whence 
we promise ourselves a long series of happy days, if it please 
God to continue to us your valuable life, which we most hart- 
ily pray for to as great a degree as a just and mild Govern- 
ment on the one hand and on the other a hearty zeale and 
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affection in his Maj tys Subjects under your care can promise. 
We humbly entreat your honour to represent our case to 
his most Gracious Maj ty and to convey to his sacred hands 
our most humble and hearty Address and from his Koyal 
Goodness, and your Endeavours we shall not doubt of the 
success we humbly wish for. 

Though the present Circumstances of the Country are 
low yett we cannot be so unjust to ourselves as not to lay 
hold on this first opportunity of demonstrating how willing 
we are to contribute to the support of a Government from 
which we expect so much Justice and satisfaction. 

Signed by order of the house Nemine Contradisente. 

Jasper Yeates. 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly : 

By your dutiful Message to the King and the Representa- 
tion of your case to me you have not only fully answered 
the end of your meeting me here at this time, but you have 
thereby also enabled me in the best manner to support your 
Interest at home with all the success that may be expected 
from an hono Me and just Intention. 
Gentlemen : 

I return you my hearty thanks for the supply you have 
so readily granted as a testimony of your regard to the 
expense of my Labours in your Service and your kind 
expressions towards me and my family will I conceive be 
more suitable and gratefully acknowledged by the watchfull 
care and concern which you may be assured I shall most 
cheerfully exert on all occasions for your Wellfare Ease and 
prosperity. 
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